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• The combined impacts of freeway building and urban renewal

• Earlier plans to reimagine the space taken up by the freeway

• Current plans: Reconnecting, healing, and repair 



The Innerbelt
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• 2+ mile freeway 

‘connecting’ I-76/77 to 

Downtown

• Conceived in the 1960s 

for convenience of 

drivers from outlying 

areas

• Designed for 120,000+ 

vehicles

• Current load is 22,000



The Innerbelt: Timeline
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1963  Plans for Innerbelt freeway released

1960s  Opportunity Park and Cascade urban renewal programs initiated

1970  Innerbelt construction begins

1980s  Connection to I-76 finalized

1990s  Suggestion to decommission the Innerbelt first aired

2021  Innerbelt Advisory Group formed

2022  Innerbelt Oral History project launched, on-site Rubber City Jazz Festival 
held

2023  City of Akron receives DOT Reconnecting Communities planning grant

August 2024 Planning firm selected

September 2025 Final master plan report to be issued
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The Innerbelt: 
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The Innerbelt: Studio O

15



The Innerbelt: Studio O
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Key Recommendations

• An apology from the City would advance the healing

• Launch reparative process and develop anti-displacement strategies

• Design a transparent and community-engaged selection process

• Build a long-term accountability structure for the Innerbelt 

redevelopment

• Create equitable rules and conditions for developer engagement

• Compliment, not compete with adjacent neighborhoods

• “Bring back Wooster Avenue.”

Phase I report: www.AkronInnerbelt.com
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The Innerbelt
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The Innerbelt: Moving Forward
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The Innerbelt: Defining Success through Healing and Repair
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• Be fiscally sound

• Create value, and ensure that the value created impacts 

the communities that were impacted by the construction 

of the Innerbelt

• Create generational value

• Create Black spaces



Thank you.
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Kyle Julien

Planning Director,

City of Akron

kjulien@akronohio.gov
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