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Civic Uplift is a community strategy firm that helps cities and civic 
institutions plan, position, and activate the places people care about. 
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POP QUIZ!
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Under federal fair housing laws, it is legal to prohibit which of the 
following in a housing unit? 

A. Smoking 
B. A live-in caregiver for a resident with a disability 
C. Drinking alcohol 
D. Both A and C
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Which of the following are violations or potential violations of the 
Fair Housing Act?

A. A seller tells you he does not want to sell to African Americans 
B. A sales associate puts the phrase “adults only” in MLS listings 
C. Both A and B 
D. None of the above 
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Under the federal fair housing law, the protected classes include:

A. Race, color, source of income, handicap, national origin, marital 
status, religion 

B. Race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, national origin 
C. Race, sexual orientation, sex, familial status, handicap, age, 

national origin 
D. None of the above  
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The fair housing laws prohibit all of the following, except:

A. Refusal to show, sell, or rent a property because of disability 
B. Expressing a preference for young adults in a listing comment 
C. Evicting a current user of illegal drugs 
D. Marketing your listings exclusively in a religious publication
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The Civil Rights Act of 1968 does which of the following?

A. Grants all citizens the same rights as white citizens to own, 
purchase, lease, transfer or use real property.

B. Allows exemptions only for homes sold without the assistance of 
a real estate practitioner.

C. Effectively prohibits all discrimination in real estate based on 
race.

D. Both A and C
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Based on federal fair housing law, which of the following people 
would be protected:

A. A divorced female, single parent
B. A 35-year-old single, Jewish man
C. A 50-year-old white man
D. All the above
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When a proposed home buyer inquires about the racial makeup of 
neighborhoods or schools, REALTOR should respond by saying:

A. “I believe the neighborhood has a few Hispanic families, I can 
check and get back with you.”

B. “The Fair Housing Act prohibits me from providing that kind of 
information. I recommend you contact the school district, 
municipal government, or the local library.”

C. “I wouldn’t worry about that, the neighborhood is safe and the 
schools are good.”

D. “Residents in this neighborhood value diversity, you’ll fit right in.”
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If a seller using a real estate agent refuses an offer because of the 
buyer’s national origin, who may file a federal lawsuit against the 
seller?

A. The prospective buyer
B. The real estate practitioner
C. The federal government
D. All the above
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In an advertisement for a small, two-bedroom house in a 
neighborhood where many families live, which of the following 
language is clearly improper under the Fair Housing Act?

A. Small, cozy home in quiet neighborhood
B. Two-bedroom home, near playground and senior center
C. Ideal for couple or single professional
D. No children
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Which of the following features are required in ground floor units 
on nonelevator multifamily building of four units or more built 
after March 1991?

A. An accessible building entrance or an accessible route for 
persons in wheelchairs?

B. Accessible and usable public and common use areas?
C. Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostat, and other 

environmental controls in accessible locations
D. All the above
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What’s Your 
Score?
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Changes at the Federal Level

Fair Housing Initiatives Program (FHIP)
The abrupt freezing of grants in early 2025 has crippled the national 
infrastructure for private discrimination testing and local enforcement.

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH)
The termination of the AFFH framework replaced proactive desegregation 
mandates with a non-binding self-certification model.

Federal Staff Reductions
Mass layoffs within HUD’s Office of Fair Housing (FHEO)—projected up to 
75%—have effectively stalled federal civil rights investigations.
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Upcoming Changes…

New Proposed Rules:

FR-6540-P-01 
HUD’s Implementation of the Fair Housing Act’s Disparate Impact 

Standard

Proposed rule would remove the “discriminatory effects” regulations for 
Fair Housing 
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Upcoming Changes…

New Proposed Rules:

FR-6524-P-01 
Verification of Eligible Status

Proposed rule would revise HUD's Section 214 implementing regulations 
to require the verification of U.S. citizenship or the eligible immigration 
status of all applicants and recipients of assistance under a covered 
program regardless of age. The proposed rule would also make prorated 
assistance a temporary condition pending verification of eligible status 
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Upcoming Changes…

New Proposed Rules:

FR-6518-P-01 
Equal Access to Housing in HUD Programs Revisions

Proposed rule would remove the definition of and all references to 
“gender identity” and “gender” throughout HUD's regulations and replace 
with “sex” as defined in E.O. 14168.

(Public comment open through June 29, 2026. )
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What Local Governments Should Do Now

● Stay current on policy changes and evolving enforcement 
expectations

● Increase community education
● As legal tools like disparate impact shift, equip residents with ways to 

recognize and document issues
● Strengthen data practices
● Track what’s happening locally and use it to inform decisions
● Use the tools you still have—funding
● Align project funding with barriers identified in your AI or AFFH
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What Local Governments Should Do Now

● Build implementation into the plan
● Define actions, responsibilities, and how progress will be tracked
● Assign clear internal ownership
● Fair housing is still the law—local enforcement and accountability 

remain
● Support the housing ecosystem
● Invest in the partners and capacity needed to expand housing 

opportunity
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