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Overview
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Grant Awarded:

2023 U.S. Department of Transportation
Neighborhood Access and Equity Program

Mission Statement:

Internal connectivity within 6 communities
located in central Hamilton County has been
Impeded by the presence of transportation
facilities within a limited area: Interstate 75, Mill
Creek, a CSX Transportation rail line, a Norfolk
Southern Railway rall line, and a rall line
operated by Genesee & Wyoming, Inc. This
project will involve the commissioning of a
planning study to identify the full scope of issues
that arise from the presence of these 4 facilities
and present a set of solutions that encourages
equitable economic growth.
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RCN Context

The Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN)
Grant Program is a federal grant overseen by the U.S.
Department of Transportation that aims to mitigate modern
Inequities that have resulted from the presence of transportation
facilities such as railways and interstate highways.
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I Over $1.7 billion in funds were made available for planning, capital STOPPED TRAINS CAUSING SAFETYCONCERNS DEVELOPING 78

- - - : : LOCKLAND STORY WLWT
construction, and Regional Partnership Challenge applications. —

I The First Suburbs Consortium of Southwest Ohio (FSC-SWO) and the
Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District (TID) applied as
a Regional Partnership Challenge.

Historic challenges related to the railways have been reflected
In recent incidents in the Mill Creek Valley.

A recent train derailment in Wyoming, Ohio represents the
potential for a disastrous incident to impact Hamilton County

communities near private railways. - cm-:ws CLEANING UP AFTER TRAINDERAILMENT AN
WYOMING, OHIO NEWS
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Why Did Hamilton County Apply?




1951 17 Sharonville Yard 1960 1 Village of Lockland



Highway Infrastructure
Comes to Town é

19571 Mill Creek Expressway 19651 Interstate 75 Is created



Infrastructure in 1968

The eastern segment was
announced in the 1960s, which
resulted in Arlington Heights being

completely surrounded.”

|-75 was built through Ohio in the
1960s (replacing US Route 25).# o

Construction on |1-275 began in
1962."

The railroad companies
consolidated.

LEGEND
— ItOrS130

* » » Future Interstate Expansion

Growth in industry warehousing
around the highways and railroads
occurred.
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*interstate 275 (Ohio-ndiana-Kentucky) - Wikipedia Data source: Historic Aerials by NetroOnline




Infrastructure Today

« Industrial land uses
continued to focus around
the highways and railroads in
Mill Creek Valley

. ODOT intends to remove the
NB segment of |I-75 at

Heights/Reading and widen
the western portion in the
next 10 years (“I-75 Thru the

: f gi

ARLINGTON [Li4

Arlington A,

Valley" project).*

« The removal will open ~27
acres of land in the study

area for future
connections.™*

*|-75 Thru the Valley | Ohio Department of Transportation
AEstimate based on parcel information along the viaduct from Hamilton County CAGIS
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Three railroad corridors bisect the study e ey e . '
area from North to South: Norfolk , =
Southern and Indiana Ohio Railway. m | iy -
Norfolk Southern operates Sharon Yard for e iy
rail classification & intermodal traffic with - Noron St
truck access from Kemper Lane £ S
1 1 H : g / EVENDALE By
Railroads service major industrial Joor &
customers in the study area.
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o s ; 55 . [ {15 Reported Blocked Crossings
Blocked at grade rail crossings can inhibit (¥ / 7 e
east-west mobility. Sl P
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State of the Study Area




SOCIOeCOnOmIC Trends 34,000 People live in the study area

HOUSEHOLDS Median household income ranges from $27,500 in Lincoln Heights to
The rumbier of hoissaholels 1 $166,000i n Evendal e, with Hamilton Countyo:

the study area has increased
faster than the population,
suggesting an aging
population.

Lincoln Lockland

Heights (38.3)

(34.2) Reading Evendale
MEDIAN AGE ‘ ® (39.4) |_ (50.4)
Median age is expected to grow by l .-I.'. '.1-. .,_I
2030 for most municipalities, except : Hamilton : : :
for Evendale, which will decrease Count
to 48.8, still well above the other 30 (37 g}y 4 0 50 6 U
municipalities’ and the County’s
median age. Arlington — Sharonville

Heights Study Area (41.1)

(38.4) :

Median Age
90% I d t ' I I t I tri |
of the study area's total naustri a employment 1 s a arge contr|
employment is in accounting for nearly 50% of total employment in 2024. This sector includes jobs
INDUSTRIAL In manufacturing, construction, wholesale trade, and transportation.

JOBS




Demographics 2 Experian Mosaic Categories

Power Elite
Flourishing Families
Booming with Confidence
Suburban Style
Thriving Boomers
Promising Families
Young City Solos
Bourgeois Melting Pot
Family Union

Autumn Years
Significant Singles
Blue Sky Boomers
Families in Motion
Pastoral Pride

Singles and Starters

Cultural Connections
Golden Year Guardians

oy :
Aspirational Fusion - experlcnm
g

O ODRAEO ZEFmr X &« —IXTOG=TMmOO L >



Experian Mosaic

Power Elite

The wealthiest households in the US, living in the most exclusive neighborhoods,
and enjoying all that life has to offer

(ForestRarkd

Mile Stand

Sharonville
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Head of H Type of Est. Household Home
household age ﬂ property D income i‘*sg| ownership :’
3645 Single family $250,000+ Homeowner
179 | 32.6% 102 90.8% 562 | 37.8% 112 [ 91.9%

P :
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Singles and Starters

Young singles starting out and some starter families living a city lifestyle

Montgomeny,;

O -5l nglc and Starters
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© Mapbox © OpenStreetMap Improve this map © Maxar

Experian, 2024 | 1mi

Aug 1, 2024 - Jul 31, 2025
Data provided by Placer Labs Inc. (www.placer.al)

@ Placer.ai

Head of ¢ Type of Est. Household Home o
household age g property D income \$’| ownership Q“llwf
25-30 Multi-family: 5-9 $50,000-$74,999 Renter

units
558 | 45.1% 258 | 7.0% 128 | 23.8% 403 | 43.9%



Mobllity Barriers Npe—

Transit and Pedestrian Networks @G ‘3&% %m_@;‘%
Sidewalk Coverage (_/ JIUL'E

ELDERLY DISABILITIES YOUTH

At-Grade Rall Crossings

Columbia Avenue (Facing Southegdtpckland and Reading

Bus Routes

North-South 30-60 mins SunMon
23X North-South 30 mins Mon-Fri
43 North-South 10-40 mins SunMon
67 EastWest 40-60 mins SunMon
78 North-South 30-60 mins SunMon

SORTA Fixed Transit Routes Mill Street Crossing Arlington Heights



Land Use and Zoning

Industrial and heavy commercial
land uses follow major
transportation corridors (railroads,
interstates, Reading Road).

All municipalities encourage
residential development in lower-
density patterns.

The zoning codes generally align
with existing land use throughout.

Downtown Lockland and Reading
have the finest grain of variation in
land use because of the smaller

parcel sizes, concentration of
historic buildings, and tighter street
network.

Data source: Hamilton County CAGIS
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Our Solution / Planning Process




Steering Committee Members

Jen Bruner 2 Village of Arlington Heights
James Jeffers 2 Village of Evendale
Tonya Key 2 Village of Lincoln Heights
Doug Wehmeyer 2 Village of Lockland
Patrick Ross 2 City of Reading

John Creech 2 City of Sharonville

Ruby Kinsey -Mumphrey 2 FSC-SW Ohio
Robyn Bancroft 2 OKI

Dan Ferguson 2 Alloy Development Co.
Brad Bowers 2 Tri-State Tralls

Michele Gottschlich 2 Mill Creek Collaborative

Bob Ashbrock 2 Mill Creek Collaborative

Consultant Team

Sarah McColley 2 Project Manager; Perkins&Will

Andrew Broderick 2 Planning Principal; Perkins&Will
Cassandra Rice 2 Lead Urban Planner; Perkins&Will

Todd Snapp 2 Design Advisor; Perkins&Will

Dave Wormald 2 Transportation Planner; AECOM

Chris Brewer 2 Economic Development Planner; AECOM
Joe lvanyo 2 Rail Group Director; AECOM

Gabi Brazzil 2 Equity Transportation Planner; Nelson/Nygaard
Crystal Kendrick 2 Communications; Voice of Your Customer
Nichole Lashley 2 Environmental Engineer; ASC Group

VILLAGE
% City of '.L' —— 2 All
5§ ARLINGTON Sha_,ﬁonVllle eay s TR|
p HEIGHTS S 4 TRAILS DEVELOPMENT CO.




Project Timeline

June July September October November December January February March
|

2025 2026

Impact Assessment + Asset Identification

O Planning Alternatives + Solutions

O O Reporting + Documentation

O O O

Community Engagement @)

@ Steering Committee Meetings @ Community Sessions s Community Survey
(in-person or virtual) (Three open houses
each time)



Public Engagement
+ Community
Outreach

Local Resident attends public engagement session



How We®ve Engaged




Meeting at Evendale
Recreation Center

Meeting at Lincoln
Heights Missionary
Baptist Church

Meeting at Reading
Public Library | !



Implementation
Project Goals

Explore the re-use of the |-75 vacated property.
Improve rail operations to enhance mobility.

Improve east-west connections in Lockland,
Reading, and Lincoln Heights




Preliminary Ideas R
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