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Overview

Grant Awarded:

 2023 U.S. Department of Transportation 

Neighborhood Access and Equity Program

 

Mission Statement:

 Internal connectivity within 6 communities 

located in central Hamilton County has been 

impeded by the presence of transportation 

facilities within a limited area: Interstate 75, Mill 

Creek, a CSX Transportation rail line, a Norfolk 

Southern Railway rail line, and a rail line 

operated by Genesee & Wyoming, Inc. This 

project will involve the commissioning of a 

planning study to identify the full scope of issues 

that arise from the presence of these 4 facilities 

and present a set of solutions that encourages 

equitable economic growth.

Galbraith Road and I-75



RCN Context

The Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) 

Grant Program is a federal grant overseen by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation that aims to mitigate modern 

inequities that have resulted from the presence of transportation 

facilities such as railways and interstate highways.

ïOver $1.7 billion in funds were made available for planning, capital 

construction, and Regional Partnership Challenge applications.

ïThe First Suburbs Consortium of Southwest Ohio (FSC-SWO) and the 

Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District (TID) applied as 

a Regional Partnership Challenge.

Historic challenges related to the railways have been reflected 

in recent incidents in the Mill Creek Valley.

A recent train derailment in Wyoming, Ohio represents the 

potential for a disastrous incident to impact Hamilton County 

communities near private railways.



Study Area

Kemper Road

Sharon Road

Glendale Milford Road

Shepherd Avenue / Smalley Road / Columbia Rd.

Wyoming Avenue / Benson Street

Clark Street / Mill Street

Davis Street

Galbraith Road

Data source: Hamilton County CAGIS

Village of Arlington Heights

Village of Evendale

Village of Lincoln Heights

Village of Lockland

City of Reading 

City of Sharonville



Why Did Hamilton County Apply?



Where It All Began é

1951 ï Sharonville Yard 1960 ï Village of Lockland



Highway Infrastructure 

Comes to Town é

1965 ï Interstate 75 is created1957 ï Mill Creek Expressway









Emerging Investments

Data source: Hamilton County CAGIS

Givaudan Flavors Corporation 

($215M) Cincinnati Business Courier
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Project Forge - The Port 

($25M) The Port of Cincinnati

Lincoln Heights High School 

($4.4M) WLWT

Aerohub  Campus 

($19M) Village of Evendale 

Downtown Sharonville Loop 

($75M) Cincinnati Business Courier

Former Stearns & Foster Site 

($5.6M) Cincinnati Business Courier
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State of the Study Area



Socioeconomic Trends 

Median household income ranges from $27,500 in Lincoln Heights to 

$166,000 in Evendale, with Hamilton Countyôs at $72,500. 

34,000 People live in the study area

Industrial employment is a large contributor to the study areaôs economy, 

accounting for nearly 50% of total employment in 2024. This sector includes jobs 

in manufacturing, construction, wholesale trade, and transportation.



Demographics ² Experian Mosaic Categories 



Experian Mosaic



Mobility Barriers 
Transit and Pedestrian Networks  

Transit Route Route Type Frequency Service Days 

5 North-South 30-60 mins Sun-Mon

23X North-South 30 mins Mon-Fri

43 North-South 10-40 mins Sun-Mon

67 East-West 40-60 mins Sun-Mon

78 North-South 30-60 mins Sun-Mon 

Bus Routes 

Sidewalk Coverage 

At-Grade Rail Crossings 

Mill Street Crossing ς Arlington Heights 

Columbia Avenue (Facing Southeast) ς Lockland and Reading 

SORTA Fixed Transit Routes





Our Solution / Planning Process 



Steering Committee Members

Jen Bruner ² Village of Arlington Heights

James Jeffers ² Village of Evendale

Tonya Key ² Village of Lincoln Heights

Doug Wehmeyer ² Village of Lockland

Patrick Ross ² City of Reading

John Creech ² City of Sharonville

Ruby Kinsey -Mumphrey ² FSC-SW Ohio

Robyn Bancroft ² OKI

Dan Ferguson ² Alloy Development Co.

Brad Bowers ² Tri-State Trails

Michele Gottschlich ² Mill Creek Collaborative

Bob Ashbrock  ² Mill Creek Collaborative

 

Consultant Team

Sarah McColley  ² Project Manager; Perkins&Will

Andrew Broderick ² Planning Principal; Perkins&Will

Cassandra Rice ² Lead Urban Planner; Perkins&Will

Todd Snapp ² Design Advisor; Perkins&Will

Dave Wormald ² Transportation Planner; AECOM

Chris Brewer ² Economic Development Planner; AECOM

Joe Ivanyo  ² Rail Group Director; AECOM

Gabi Brazzil  ² Equity Transportation Planner; Nelson/Nygaard

Crystal Kendrick ² Communications; Voice of Your Customer

Nichole Lashley ² Environmental Engineer; ASC Group

 



Steering Committee Meetings 

(in-person or virtual)
Community Sessions

(Three open houses 

each time)

Community Survey

2025 2026

Project Timeline



Local Resident attends public engagement session 22

Public Engagement 

+ Community 

Outreach



How We®ve Engaged

Outreach: 

Canvassing, 

social media, 

press release, 

website

Public Events
Online and 

paper surveys



Public Events ² October 2025

Meeting at Reading 

Public Library

Meeting at Lincoln 

Heights Missionary 

Baptist Church

Meeting at Evendale 

Recreation Center



Implementation 

Project Goals

Cars Stopped at a Railroad Crossing 25

Explore the re-use of the I-75 vacated property.

Improve rail operations to enhance mobility.

Improve east-west connections in Lockland, 

Reading, and Lincoln Heights



Preliminary Ideas

Clark Mill Road Streetscape Improvement

I-75 Project (ODOT)

Downtown Reading Streetscape

Shepherd Road / Columbia Avenue

Reading Road and Cooper Road

Aerohub  Connection ² Local Traffic

Detailed Design for Proposed Trails 
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Highlighted Projects

Clark Mill Road Streetscape Improvement

I-75 Project (ODOT)

Downtown Reading Streetscape

Shepherd Road / Columbia Avenue

Reading Road and Cooper Road

Aerohub  Connection ï Local Traffic

Detailed Design for Proposed Trails 
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