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450,000 people added since 2000. 
600,000 more expected by 2050.

Population Projections in 7-County Region



Project Sponsors



Vision Statement

A future where growth and recovery help realize 

more equity among Central Ohioans, not less. 

Housing—where it’s built or maintained, who it’s 

for, and how it’s priced—can be a platform to 

achieve this vision.
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Study Area

Within the 7-county 
regional study area:

• Region-wide*

• Submarkets

• Counties

• Representative municipalities

• Census Tracts

*For some datasets where data 
for all 7 counties was not available, 
data for the Columbus MSA was 
substituted



Project Outcomes

Existing Conditions Report

Review, 
summarize, and 
prioritize existing 
and projected 
housing needs 
based on data and 
community input.

Best Practices Report

Identify local, 
regional, and state 
examples for 
addressing the 
housing mismatch, 
supply, and 
affordability.

Recommendations

Develop clear set 
of strategies and 
action items for 
immediate and 
long-term 
implementation.

Tracking Success



Unique Study Elements

Submarket 

Analysis

• Physical Characteristics

• Housing Stock

• Housing Market

Displacement

Analysis
Identifies areas 
vulnerable to housing 
market gentrification 
and displacement

Opportunity

Mapping

Evaluates 15 indicators 
of opportunity across 
transportation, housing, 
education, health, and 
employment



Core Regional Housing Issues

Increased competition 

for homes

Barriers limiting access 

to homes

Limited supply of 

homes priced for low-

income households

Demand for more 

diverse housing stock

Housing instability 

among Central Ohioans



HOUSING COST BURDEN

• Greater than 213,000 households spend over 30% of their 
income on housing
• leaving less money for other important expenses like food, 

transportation, healthcare or education

• 43% of renters vs. 20% of homeowners

• 64% of households earning <$50K vs 7% of households 
earning $50K+



EVICTION

NATIONWIDE: 

2.34 evictions per 100 
renters

High-poverty areas:

9.7 evictions per 100 renters

Majority African-American areas:

8.7 evictions per 100 renters

35 RENTERS PER DAY

CENTRAL OHIO:
4.10 evictions per 100 

renters



Without Permanent Shelter

• 7,600 individuals

• 2,000 families

• 485 unaccompanied children

Homelessness

~ 10,100

Families & Individuals



Aging Homes Lead to Maintenance Costs

40 Years (Single Family)

30 Years (Large Multi-family)

Median Home Age:

• Programs available regionally for 
rehabilitation: 4 programs

• Programs available regionally for 
energy: 3 programs



HOUSING PRODUCTION

2000s

14

2010s
Average HH size: 2.5 people

Housing Production 
Surplus

Housing Production 
Deficit



Housing Demand > Supply



Barriers to Development

Uncertainty 

associated 

with local land 

use processes 

and standards

Higher costs 

of residential 

development 

Not-In-My-

Backyard 

(NIMBY) 

attitudes

Limited gap 

financing



Plentiful but complicated

• 55 housing or housing-eligible subsidy programs available

Flexible tools are needed

• Gap-financing tools

• Tax Increment Financing

• Property Tax Abatements

• New Community Authorities (special taxing districts) 

• Bond proceeds

Need for direct assistance is greater than what’s available

• Rental assistance

• Home repair

Lack of coordinated information

• Resources not collectively housed in a one-stop source

Regional Financial Resources



Priority Actions

ADOPT A “GREEN TAPE” DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW PROCESS 

CREATE A STATE HOUSING TAX CREDIT

PILOT THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIVERSE, 

LOWER-COST HOUSING PRODUCTS

MORE TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

ENACT SOURCE OF INCOME PROTECTION 

LAWS
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ENACT SOURCE OF INCOME PROTECTION LAWS



CREATE A STATE HOUSING TAX CREDIT



PILOT THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIVERSE, 

LOWER-COST HOUSING PRODUCTS



MORE TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
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Next Steps 



Coming Soon – Housing Dashboard



Speaker Series

• February 19th 

• 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

• There’s Nothing Cookie-Cutter About These Homes

• April 30th

• 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

• In the Zone: Local Regulations for 21st Century 
Communities



THANK YOU!

JENNIFER NOLL
Principal Planner

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4179

jnoll@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, OH 43215 

morpc.org/rhs

KERSTIN CARR
Director, Planning & Sustainability

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4163

kcarr@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
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