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Ohio New Markets
Investments into low-income communities

• Encourages investment from private sector capital into low-income community businesses

• Awards tax credit allocation authority to Community Development Entities (CDEs)

• ODOD awards $1 million in credits per project

• Matches up with the federal program ran by the Community Development Financial Institutions Fund

CDFI Fund

• Establishes which organizations qualify as CDEs

• Annual award budget of $5 billion



ONMTC Application
Competitive Rounds

• Interested CDEs are scored based on:

• Project selection criteria

• Community impact

• Staff experience

• Previous tax credit history

Timeline

• Typically opens in the Fall

• Awards announced by end of the calendar year – coincides 
with federal award announcements



$140 million awarded to 

22 Community 

Development Entities

125 projects in low-income 

communities

33 cities so far

Round 15 announcements 

expected April 2026

Round 16 expected to 

open in Fall 2026

Projects include 

manufacturing, 

healthcare, community 

centers



Questions?

Patrick.Conley@development.ohio.gov

OhioNewMarkets@development.ohio.gov

https://development.ohio.gov/business/state-
incentives/ohio-new-markets-tax-credit-program
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Caitlin Jacob
Senior Project Manager





Preview

› NMTC Basics

› Characteristics of a Good Project

› Case Study Examples

› Closing and Implementation

› Compliance



CityWide

NMTC Basics

12

›NMTC can only be used in low-income 

census tracts. 

›Focus is on creating jobs for and 

services to low-income populations. 

›NMTCs usually fund approximately 

20% of total project costs and must be 

last money in.

›Projects receive about 22-25% of the 

NMTC project allocation in equity. 

›Ex: a $10M allocation to a project 

would provide $2.2M- $2.5M in 

equity, based on pricing. 



›80% of funds are committed and in hand (or have a bridge loan to cover gap).

 

›Located in a severely distressed census tract and/or meets other priority criteria

›Provides high quality jobs and has a process for making those jobs accessible to 

low-income populations.

› If services or goods are offered, a majority are used by the low-income population.

Characteristics of a good NMTC project
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CityWide

Case Study 1: Five Rivers Health Centers 

14

›Total Project Cost: $30,967,297

›DRNMF Federal NMTC allocation: $14M

›Other federal NMTC allocation: $16M

›DRNMF State NMTC allocation: $1M

›Gross NMTC equity: $9,960,000

›Created 217 permanent jobs

›High Quality: 100%

›Accessible: 50%

›Serves 23,526 low-income residents annually



CityWide

Case Study 2: Shearer’s Foods 
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›Total Project Cost: $111,662,664

›DRNMF Federal NMTC allocation: $12.5M

›Other federal NMTC allocation: $0

›DRNMF State NMTC allocation: $0

›Gross NMTC equity: $3.9M

›Created 297 permanent jobs

›High Quality: 100%

›Accessible: 90%



›Closing – approximately 3 months

›Final day of closing – all project $ is wired into an account that is used to pay for 

expenses

›7-year compliance period

›During construction: borrower submits draw requests with back up paperwork to 

pay for ongoing costs.

›Annual ongoing requirements: 

›Annual fee payments (come out of funding set aside in separate account at 

closing)

›Quarterly interest payments (from operations funding)

›Both payments are determined in advance and outlined in QLICI Loan 

Agreement finalized during closing.

Closing and Implementation
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›Annual reporting of community impacts and financial records for seven years

›Community impact report

›Tax returns

›Audited financial statement

›Internal financial statements (quarterly)

›Project progress report

›All reporting is outlined in advance and agreed upon during closing.

Compliance Reporting
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OHIO BUILDS INITIATIVE

Krissy Wahlers, ODOD Office of Community 
Structure

Amy Elbaor, ODOD Office of Broadband Ohio



Krissy Wahlers

Deputy Chief, Office of Community Infrastructure



Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Grant

To provide funds to help Ohio 

communities make necessary investments 

in water and wastewater infrastructure.

• Since 2021, 420 projects have been awarded 

for the Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 

Grant for nearly $620,000,000.

• Funded through the American Rescue Plan 

Act; funds expire on Dec. 31, 2026. There are 

no future funding opportunities at this time.

Purpose



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant

• Awards have been made in all 88 counties in Ohio.

• Awarded projects include:

• Sewer/wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) improvements/expansion.  

• New/replacement sanitary sewer lines. 

• Excess sanitary sewer infiltration/inflow correction.  

• Improvements to public drinking water treatment facilities.  

• Drinking water line improvements or extensions. 

• Repair, replacement, and construction of drinking water storage towers.



Demolition and Site 
Revitalization

To award grants for the demolition of 

commercial and residential buildings and 

revitalization of surrounding properties 

on sites that are NOT brownfields.

Redevelopment at discretion of Lead Entity 

or local governments pursuant to their 

strategic or community plans.

Purpose



Demo – Program History
• Introduced in 2021 in House Bill 110, allocated $150,000,000 with $500,000 set-

aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2022-2023.

• Additional funding allocated in 2023, House Bill 33.  Allocated an additional 

$150,000 with $500,000 set-aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2024-2025.

• To date, Development has awarded $303,000,000 in all 88 of Ohio’s counties.



Demo – Current Funding Opportunity
House Bill 96, State Fiscal Year 2026-2027.

$21.5 Million FY 2026 with $230,000 Reserved per County.

• Sites need to be identified by May 1, 2026.

One Lead Entity per County

• County Land Reutilization Corporation/land bank 
(if county has a land bank and is larger than 100,000 population).

 or

• Entity recommended by Board of County Commissioners.



Demo - Eligible Properties and Costs

Commercial
Examples include buildings that 

were zoned and/or used for retail, 
office, manufacturing, industrial, 

industrial warehousing, 
institutional, or other non-

residential.

Residential
Currently or previously used as 
residential dwellings, zoned for 
residential use, and affixed to 

the land (non-mobile).

Mixed-use
Mix of commercial uses or a mix 
of commercial and residential.

• Blighted, vacant or abandoned commercial and residential buildings on sites that are not 
brownfields are eligible properties.

• Costs related to administration of the grant, acquisition, pre-demolition costs, demolition 
and asbestos abatement costs, post-demolition costs, and limited optional post-
demolition costs are eligible. 



Demo - Frequently Asked Questions

With new projects being able to be added up to May 1, 2026, when is the deadline in this round for 
projects to be completed and reimbursements to be submitted?  

• Grant agreements are being processed with a Dec. 31, 2026 end date.  Final reimbursements can be 
accepted up to 30 days following the end of a grant agreement.

What are grantee Ohio EPA demolition and asbestos compliance obligations?

• Owner/operator obligations include asbestos building inspections (surveys), 10-day OEPA notifications, 
ensuring specific work practices are followed, proper handling and disposal of demolition debris, and 
training, certification, and licensing.

What should the Lead Entity do if an environmental concern that would make a property a 
brownfield is discovered during demolition?

• Halt work and notify Development immediately if a brownfield concern is discovered during pre-demo or 
demolition activity.



Brownfield 
Remediation Program

• Introduced in 2021 in House Bill 110, allocated 
$350,000,000 with $1,000,000 set-aside per county for State 
Fiscal Years 2022-2023.

• Additional funding allocated in 2023, House Bill 33.  
Allocated an additional $350,000,000 with $1,000,000 set-
aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2024-2025.

• To date, Development has awarded 681 projects for over 
$700,000,000.

Program History



Brownfield 
Remediation Program

• The Brownfield Remediation Program provides grants for 
the cleanup of brownfield sites, to assist in the remediation 
of hazardous substances or petroleum at an industrial, 
commercial, or institutional property. 

• House Bill 96, State Fiscal Year 2026

• $88,000,000 to be awarded for FY26.

• $1,000,000 reserved per county.

• All applications evaluated on a merit-based selection 
system.

• Application portal closed on December 5, 2025

• County reserve must be claimed by June 30, 2026.

Current Funding Opportunity and  Program Overview



Brownfield – Application Thresholds:

1. Access to the project property.

2. Site must be fully assessed.

3. Entities that caused or contributed to the contamination of the property cannot 
be an applicant or eligible partner. 

4. Must provide a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) that includes all necessary work to be 
performed to bring site back into productive use.

5. Clearly identify a cleanup standard that is to be achieved.



Eligible Grant Expenses
Costs associated with cleanup of brownfield site.

Acquisition costs, no more than 10% of the total request, not to exceed the county auditor property value

Costs associated with the submittal for regulatory review. 

Administrative costs, not to exceed a maximum of 10% of the total request. 

Costs related to employing a certified professional. 

Demolition performed at a brownfield and the installation or upgrade of the minimum amount of 
infrastructure that is necessary to make a brownfield operational for economic development activity.

Infrastructure can include, but is not limited to, costs related to: Water, Sewer, Electric, Gas, Broadband.



Brownfield - Application Evaluation Criteria

• Economic merit of the project to the county, surrounding counties, and 
state.

• Example documentation: economic impact analysis, investment commitment 
letters, pro forma financials, a market impact study, letters of intent for future 
business tenants, housing development documentation, housing needs and 
community impact analyses, an environmental impact statement, etc.

• Ensuring that projects are awarded in different regions of the state.

• Readiness of the project to begin upon notification of award.
• Example documentation: Permits in place, local support, engineering plans, etc.

• Local support of the proposed project.
• Example documentation: Resolutions, ordinances, or letters of support.



Brownfield- Frequently Asked Questions
How is the Lead Entity for each county identified?

• A “Lead Entity” (aka an applicant) includes a county, township, municipal corporation port authority, conservancy district, 
park district or other similar park authority, county land reutilization corporation, or organization for profit. There can be 
many lead entities (aka applicants) per county.

Is the merit-based scoring system applied to select projects within each county? Is that only on the Development 
level or is the county also involved in that decision?

• The merit-based scoring system is applied to all submitted applications. All applications received within a county will be 
competing for the $1 million in reserved funds for that county. Funding decisions are made by Development.

Please define a "recent" environmental report.

•  Assessments must be recent and reliable. If there has been any change to the site since the last environmental assessments 
were completed, new environmental assessments must be attained and provided to Development. Below are several examples 
that would warrant the need for a new assessment:

• Change in use of the site.

• Updated cleanup standard requirements.

• Significant amount of time between applying for the award and the assessment complete.

• The transport characteristics of the contaminants identified previously on the site.







BroadbandOhio
January 28, 2026
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Ohio’s Broadband Vision
Bring reliable, affordable, high-speed internet to 
every Ohioan, in their home and in their community.

Promote the creation of world-class broadband 
networks throughout the state, via the use of best-in-
class technologies.

Enable participation in the modern economy.

36

Empower Ohioans through training and digital skills.



Broadband 101

Key Terms
Last Mile: Connection directly to your house.

Middle Mile: How we connect to the greater 
internet.

Unserved: Addresses that have no internet 
provider.

Underserved: Addresses that have 
substandard internet.



Identifying 
the need

At the beginning of the administration, it 
was estimated that 300,000 homes were 
unserved. 
BroadbandOhio has worked to:
• Correct inaccurate coverage data
• Ensure funding reaches the 

communities most in need
• Identify unserved and underserved 

locations across Ohio



Investments 

$335M

$35M

Ohio Residential 
Broadband 

Expansion Grant 
Program 

Broadband Pole 
Replacement 

Program

Adams, Brown, and 
Clermont County 

Last Mile Build

Broadband and 5G 
Sector Partnership 

and Regional Nodes

$50M

$25M

Governor's Office of 
Appalachia has 

awarded 25 projects 
in coordination with 

BroadbandOhio

$15M

MVESC and 
Switzerland 

of Ohio Telehealth 
Projects

$2M



Broadband Projects



Ohio Residential Broadband Expansion Grant Program 
Rounds 1 and 2

Round 1- State 
investment $230 

million

Round 2- US 
Department of 

Treasury- Capital 
Projects Fund 
$121 million

Total Households 
Served- about 

80,000

50+ counties 39 projects Private 
investment

80+ projects

50+ counties

60,000 additional 
households served



Capital 
Projects 
Fund

• ABC Project- $50 million

• Line Extension Program- $2 million

• Western Ohio Infrastructure Pilot Project- $3 
million 



Community Programs and Training

Ohio 5G Sector 
Partnership

Digital 
Opportunity Plan

Pilot Projects 



2019 2025
Broadband Coverage  



Broadband Equity Access and 
Deployment (BEAD) 



Looking Back and Moving Forward

BroadbandOhio is waiting on Final Proposal Approval by the NTIA.

Nov. 2021

The Investment in 
Infrastructure and Jobs Act 
signed into law 
and established the 
BEAD Program.

June 2023

Ohio is awarded $793 million 
to serve the remaining 
135,000 unserved addresses.

Sep. 2023 – Oct. 2024

Ohio submits a series of 
program plans, Initial 
Proposal Volumes 1and 2, 
which outline Ohio's BEAD 
grant program.

Oct. 2024

Initial Proposal Volume 2 
approved by the NTIA.

June 2025

On June 6, the NTIA 
issues the BEAD 
Restructuring Policy Notice 
which required substantial 
changes to Ohio's approved 
Volume 2 program plan.

July–Aug. 2025

Ohio ran the BEAD 
Subgrantee 
Selection Process.

Sep. 2025

Submit Final Proposal to 
NTIA.

Present

Awaiting Final Grant 
Documents



Preliminary Results



51,578 addresses were deemed already served or have 
enforceable commitments.

83,992 addresses were provisionally awarded to 23 
internet service providers.

o 48%- Low Earth Orbit Satellite 
o 44%- Fiber
o 7%- Fixed Wireless
o 1%- Coaxial Cable

Average cost per address to build by technology
o $1,632- Low Earth Orbit Satellite
o $4,699- Fiber
o $4,784- Fixed Wireless

Our total funding request for the BEAD Program: 

$307 million or 39% of our original allocation ($793 million) 

When the BEAD 
application opened 
135,570 addresses 
needed high-speed 
internet.



Speed to Deployment Factors

Permitting Workforce Local 
Concerns UnknownGrant 

Agreements



Questions?



15-Minute Break

Next Session begins at 

11:15 a.m.

January 28, 2026

Statewide Association of Community and Economic Development Organizations



Business Meeting

January 28, 2026

Statewide Association of Community and Economic Development Organizations



OCCD BUSINESS MEETING

Call to Order

Committee Reports
   Legislative Committee 

Adjournment



OCCD BUSINESS MEETING

Opportunity for Engagement

OCCD Standing Committees
 Membership 

 Sessions & Training Programs

 State Programs

 Legislative

 Finance

 Workforce Development / Internship

If you are interested 

in participating in one 

of the committees, 

please contact 

Patricia Richards at 

office@occd.org



DOING RADON RIGHT

Linda Froehlich, Helix Environmental



RADON DONE RIGHT!

Linda Froehlich
Ohio Department of Health Licensed 

Radon Tester RT178
Helix Environmental, Inc.

Dayton, Ohio
(937) 226-0650



RADON: COLORLESS, ODORLESS RADIOACTIVE GAS

• Radon is the radioactive decay product of Uranium in soils.

•  Radon is a gas.

• The inert radioactive gas diffuses into air containing lower 
concentrations of radon much like ink diffuses in a glass of 
water



RADON HEALTH EFFECTS

• When radon is breathed into the lungs, it can undergo additional 
decay, releasing charged radioactive particles which deposit near 
sensitive lung tissues

• The charged particles continue to decay, releasing additional 
charged particles and radiation

• The radiation released in the lungs can result in lung cancer 
• Radon has been identified as the second most important cause of 

lung cancer in the US, second only to tobacco smoking
• Radon increases lung cancer risk when breathed at  elevated 

concentrations over a lengthy period of time



RADON RECOMMENDED LIMITS

• US EPA recommends correction if residential radon levels meet 
or exceed 4 picoCuries per Liter (pCi/L) 

• The US EPA also suggests that a homeowner consider fixing 
(remediating, mitigating) the home if the measured radon 
concentration is between two and four pCi/L



RADON DIFFUSES INTO BUILDINGS

• Radon can diffuse into homes and other buildings from 
beneath the foundation or floor slab

• In the Dayton, Ohio area, about 50% of all tested residences 
have radon levels above the US EPA recommended level





Montgomery County Radon Map





TEST DEVICES
ACTIVE DEVICES

• CONTINUOUS RADON MONITORS

• WORKING LEVEL MONITORS

• Advantages of Continuous Monitors

•      Hourly readings

•      Detect test interference

•      Temperature

•      Barometric Pressure



PASSIVE DEVICES

• Charcoal Cannisters

• Alpha Track Detectors

• Charcoal Liquid Scintillation Devices

• Electret Ion Chamber Devices

• All devices must be approved by the National Radon Protection 
Program (NRPP)



PLACEMENT and NUMBER OF TESTS  

• Device placed in lowest livable level in a home

• Device location should be I foot from an exterior wall

• Location should be 3 feet from exterior doors and windows

• 4 inches from other objects above or to the side of the 
detector

• One detector per 2,000 SF in a residence



REGULATIONS

• Ohio Revised Code/Title 37/Chapter 3723 Radon

• ANSI/AARST Standard MAH-2023: Protocol forConducting Tests 
for Radon and Radon Decay Products in Single-Family Homes

• ANSI/AARST Standard MALB 2014: Protocol for Conducting 
Measurements of Radon and Radon Decay Products in Schools 
and Large Buildings  



REGULATIONS (cont.)

• ANSI/AARST MAMF-2017 with 1/21 Revisions :Protocol for 
Conducting Measurements of Radon and Radon Decay 
Products in Multifamily Buildings

• US Environmental Protection Agency

• Local Regulations - County, City specific

• Other helpful Info for HUD entitled “Summary of Radon 
Standards of Practice”



Thank you for attending Day 1 of the 

OCCD Winter Quarterly Meeting.

An email for Day 2 will be sent out this afternoon.
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