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Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Grant

To provide funds to help Ohio 

communities make necessary investments 

in water and wastewater infrastructure.

• Since 2021, 420 projects have been awarded 

for the Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 

Grant for nearly $620,000,000.

• Funded through the American Rescue Plan 

Act; funds expire on Dec. 31, 2026. There are 

no future funding opportunities at this time.

Purpose



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant

• Awards have been made in all 88 counties in Ohio.

• Awarded projects include:

• Sewer/wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) improvements/expansion.  

• New/replacement sanitary sewer lines. 

• Excess sanitary sewer infiltration/inflow correction.  

• Improvements to public drinking water treatment facilities.  

• Drinking water line improvements or extensions. 

• Repair, replacement, and construction of drinking water storage towers.



Demolition and Site 
Revitalization

To award grants for the demolition of 

commercial and residential buildings and 

revitalization of surrounding properties 

on sites that are NOT brownfields.

Redevelopment at discretion of Lead Entity 

or local governments pursuant to their 

strategic or community plans.

Purpose



Demo – Program History
• Introduced in 2021 in House Bill 110, allocated $150,000,000 with $500,000 set-

aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2022-2023.

• Additional funding allocated in 2023, House Bill 33.  Allocated an additional 

$150,000 with $500,000 set-aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2024-2025.

• To date, Development has awarded $303,000,000 in all 88 of Ohio’s counties.



Demo – Current Funding Opportunity
House Bill 96, State Fiscal Year 2026-2027.

$21.5 Million FY 2026 with $230,000 Reserved per County.

• Sites need to be identified by May 1, 2026.

One Lead Entity per County

• County Land Reutilization Corporation/land bank 
(if county has a land bank and is larger than 100,000 population).

 or

• Entity recommended by Board of County Commissioners.



Demo - Eligible Properties and Costs

Commercial
Examples include buildings that 

were zoned and/or used for retail, 
office, manufacturing, industrial, 

industrial warehousing, 
institutional, or other non-

residential.

Residential
Currently or previously used as 
residential dwellings, zoned for 
residential use, and affixed to 

the land (non-mobile).

Mixed-use
Mix of commercial uses or a mix 
of commercial and residential.

• Blighted, vacant or abandoned commercial and residential buildings on sites that are not 
brownfields are eligible properties.

• Costs related to administration of the grant, acquisition, pre-demolition costs, demolition 
and asbestos abatement costs, post-demolition costs, and limited optional post-
demolition costs are eligible. 



Demo - Frequently Asked Questions

With new projects being able to be added up to May 1, 2026, when is the deadline in this round for 
projects to be completed and reimbursements to be submitted?  

• Grant agreements are being processed with a Dec. 31, 2026 end date.  Final reimbursements 
can be accepted up to 30 days following the end of a grant agreement.

What are grantee Ohio EPA demolition and asbestos compliance obligations?

• Owner/operator obligations include asbestos building inspections (surveys), 10-day OEPA 
notifications, ensuring specific work practices are followed, proper handling and disposal of 
demolition debris, and training, certification, and licensing.

What should the Lead Entity do if an environmental concern that would make a property a 
brownfield is discovered during demolition?

• Halt work and notify Development immediately if a brownfield concern is discovered during 
pre-demo or demolition activity.



Brownfield 
Remediation Program

• Introduced in 2021 in House Bill 110, allocated 
$350,000,000 with $1,000,000 set-aside per county for State 
Fiscal Years 2022-2023.

• Additional funding allocated in 2023, House Bill 33.  
Allocated an additional $350,000,000 with $1,000,000 set-
aside per county for State Fiscal Years 2024-2025.

• To date, Development has awarded 681 projects for over 
$700,000,000.

Program History



Brownfield 
Remediation Program

• The Brownfield Remediation Program provides grants for 
the cleanup of brownfield sites, to assist in the remediation 
of hazardous substances or petroleum at an industrial, 
commercial, or institutional property. 

• House Bill 96, State Fiscal Year 2026

• $88,000,000 to be awarded for FY26.

• $1,000,000 reserved per county.

• All applications evaluated on a merit-based selection 
system.

• Application portal closed on December 5, 2025

• County reserve must be claimed by June 30, 2026.

Current Funding Opportunity and  Program Overview



Brownfield – Application Thresholds:

1. Access to the project property.

2. Site must be fully assessed.

3. Entities that caused or contributed to the contamination of the property cannot 
be an applicant or eligible partner. 

4. Must provide a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) that includes all necessary work to be 
performed to bring site back into productive use.

5. Clearly identify a cleanup standard that is to be achieved.



Eligible Grant Expenses
Costs associated with cleanup of brownfield site.

Acquisition costs, no more than 10% of the total request, not to exceed the county auditor property value

Costs associated with the submittal for regulatory review. 

Administrative costs, not to exceed a maximum of 10% of the total request. 

Costs related to employing a certified professional. 

Demolition performed at a brownfield and the installation or upgrade of the minimum amount of 
infrastructure that is necessary to make a brownfield operational for economic development activity.

Infrastructure can include, but is not limited to, costs related to: Water, Sewer, Electric, Gas, Broadband.



Brownfield - Application Evaluation Criteria

• Economic merit of the project to the county, surrounding counties, and 
state.

• Example documentation: economic impact analysis, investment commitment 
letters, pro forma financials, a market impact study, letters of intent for future 
business tenants, housing development documentation, housing needs and 
community impact analyses, an environmental impact statement, etc.

• Ensuring that projects are awarded in different regions of the state.

• Readiness of the project to begin upon notification of award.
• Example documentation: Permits in place, local support, engineering plans, etc.

• Local support of the proposed project.
• Example documentation: Resolutions, ordinances, or letters of support.



Brownfield- Frequently Asked Questions
How is the Lead Entity for each county identified?

• A “Lead Entity” (aka an applicant) includes a county, township, municipal corporation port authority, conservancy district, 
park district or other similar park authority, county land reutilization corporation, or organization for profit. There can be 
many lead entities (aka applicants) per county.

Is the merit-based scoring system applied to select projects within each county? Is that only on the Development 
level or is the county also involved in that decision?

• The merit-based scoring system is applied to all submitted applications. All applications received within a county will be 
competing for the $1 million in reserved funds for that county. Funding decisions are made by Development.

Please define a "recent" environmental report.

•  Assessments must be recent and reliable. If there has been any change to the site since the last environmental assessments 
were completed, new environmental assessments must be attained and provided to Development. Below are several examples 
that would warrant the need for a new assessment:

• Change in use of the site.

• Updated cleanup standard requirements.

• Significant amount of time between applying for the award and the assessment complete.

• The transport characteristics of the contaminants identified previously on the site.
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