On the Ground: PSH
Challenges

OCCD Winter Virtual Meeting
January 29, 2026

Erica Mulryan, CoC Director, COHHIO

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215



Advocacy

Race
~ Equity

COHHIO

Coalition on Homelessness
and Housing in Ohio

COHHIO

Homeless Management
Information System
Fair Housing
& Tenant
Information

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215



[
Agenda

e Continuum of Care Overview

» Continuum of Care Program Notice of Funding
Opportunity (NOFO)

* Current CoC NOFO Issues and Challenges
» Preparing for New Federal Priorities

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215



.
Continuum of Care Overview

* The homeless response system covering a
particular geographic area

* The decision-making body of the homeless
response system
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Continuum of Care Overview

* McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
 Signed into law in late 1980s
* First large federal response to homelessness

 Among other things, it created programs to provide
funding for emergency shelter, Transitional Housing
(TH), and Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH)

« HEARTH Act
» Signed into law in 2009
» Reauthorized and amended McKinney-Vento
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Continuum of Care Overview

« HEARTH Act (cont.)

 Shifted the direction of the federal response to
homelessness

* Created the Continuum of Care Program
 QOutlines requirements for projects

« QOutlines requirements for homeless response systems
(aka, the CoC)

 Accelerated shift from shelter focus to Housing First

» Created systems performance measures and
processes for reporting out

 Established the Coordinated Entry requirement
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Continuum of Care Overview

* To apply for CoC funds:

» Geographic area must be covered by federally
recognized Continuum of Care

* 9 CoCs in Ohio
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Continuum of Care NOFO

* Funding Level
 Provides about $4 billion in grant funding annually

 Nearly $180 million in funding to grants in Ohio
CoCs
* 90% of grants are for Permanent Housing (PH) projects

 Typically, 90%-100% of CoC funding supports renewal
projects
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Continuum of Care NOFO

* Funding Process

» Annually or semi-annually, HUD releases a NOFO
and opens its competitive application process

 Typically, 90%-100% of CoC funding supports renewal
projects

* For the past 20 years, CoC competition has prioritized
funding for PH projects
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Continuum of Care NOFO

Issues and Challenges

» Changing Federal Priorities

* Trump administration released E.O. on
homelessness July 2025

* Changes to FY2025 CoC NOFO

* Prioritized time-limited projects and street outreach

« Capped funding for PH projects to no more than
30% of current funding for CoCs

« Requires forced participation in services
* NOFO released months later than typical timeframe
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Continuum of Care NOFO

Issues and Challenges

 Federal Court Case

 HUD sued by several states and national advocacy

organizations:
* Non-compliance with statutory requirements for timing of
NOFOQO release
 Policy direction changes that contradict Congressional
authorization
« The proposed changes would cause irreparable harm
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Continuum of Care NOFO

Issues and Challenges

« Status of Federal Court Case

* Court ordered HUD to stop moving forward with the
FY2025 NOFO and required HUD to take steps to
process renewal grants

« HUD communicated basic process steps in early January
2026

 Although we hope renewals will be processed in Spring
2026, some grantees will have gaps in funding

 Final decision expected in February 2026
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Preparing for New Federal

Priorities

* Expect a new FY2026 NOFO

 Anticipate policy changes to align with E.O. on
homelessness
» Ending/reducing funding for permanent housing
* Increased funding to time-limited projects (TH)

 Participation in services as condition of assistance
« E.g., 40 hours of services per week

* Funding projects outside the CoC system and
process
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Preparing for New Federal
Priorities

* Potential Local Responses
* Terminating funding to PSH projects
* Funding new TH projects

» Balancing compliance requirements with best
practices

* Likely increases in homelessness
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Preparing for New Federal
Priorities

» Ongoing advocacy to minimize harm
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Questions?
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